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Population estimate increases with 89
January 1* 2020 there lived 56,081 persons in Greenland. Thus, the
population increased by 89 persons during 2019.

Summary table 1. Population January 1" 2011-2020

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Total 56,615 56,749 56,370 56,282 55983 55847 55860 55,877 55992 56,081
Men 29,942 30,041 29,838 29,730 29,555 29,543 29,493 29,489 29,553 29,551
Women 26,673 26,708 26,532 26,552 26,428 26,304 26367 26,388 26,439 26,530

Source: Statistics Greenland, http:/bank.stat.gl/beest1

In both Kommunegqarfik Sermersooq and Avannaata Kommunia the
population estimate rose in 2019. Particularly in Nuuk, where the increase
amounted to 342 persons. 32.7 per cent (18,326) of the population now lives
in Nuuk. The population count in Kommune Kujalleq and Qeqgata Kommunia
is pretty much unchanged.

In total the population estimates for the settlements decreased by 154 persons
from 7,133 to 6,879.

Figure 1. Population in settlements 1977-2020
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Summary table 2. Population in municipalities 2020
|

Change

from
Total  Total 2019 o

-6 17-64 65+ Men Women 2019 2020 2020

Total 13,034 38,162 4,885 29,551 26,530 55,992 56,081 89
Towns 11,321 33,421 4,243 25,641 23,344 48,723 48,985 262
Settlements 1,678 4,576 625 3,768 3,111 7,033 6,879 -154
Stations - 61 2 50 13 76 63 -13
Farms 35 93 14 84 58 148 142 -6
Unknown - 1 1 8 4 12 12 -
Kommune Kujalleq 1,448 4,182 809 3,394 3,045 6,442 6,439 -3
Towns 1,284 3,620 677 2,89 2,685 5582 5,581 -1
Settlements 130 471 120 416 305 715 721 6
Farms 34 91 12 82 55 145 137 -8
Kommunegqarfik

Sermersooq 5279 16,286 1,558 12,166 10,957 22,946 23,123 177
Towns 4,968 15,555 1,441 11,543 10,421 21,736 21,964 228
Settlements 310 729 115 621 533 1,204 1,154 -50
Stations - - - - - 3 - -3
Farms 1 2 2 2 3 3 5 2
Qeqgata Kommunia 2,225 6,256 897 4,960 4,418 9,410 9,378 -32
Towns 1,940 5,381 795 4,267 3,849 8,091 8,116 25
Settlements 285 875 102 693 569 1,319 1,262 -57
Kommune Qegertalik 1,513 4,131 696 3,314 3,026 6,587 6,340 @ -247
Towns 1,292 3,588 629 2,863 2,646 5702 5,509 -193
Settlements 221 543 67 451 380 885 831 -54
Avannaata Kommunia 2,569 7,235 922 5,659 5,067 10,522 10,726 204
Towns 1,837 5,277 701 4,072 3,743 7612 7,815 203
Settlements 732 1,958 221 1,587 1,324 2910 2,911 1
Outside Municipalities - 72 3 58 17 85 75 -10

Source: Statistics Greenland, http://bank.stat.gl/beest2

Figure 2. Neighbourhoods in Nuuk 1994 — 2020
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The figure below shows the development of migration in the period 1993-
2019. On average, 392 more people moved from Greenland than to, each year
throughout the period. In 2019 a total of 2,310 people immigrated while
2,609 people emigrated. Net emigration in 2019 was therefore 299 persons,
markedly higher than the average annual net emigration since 1993.
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Figure 3. Migrations 1993 - 2019
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Figure 4. Foreign citizens 1977-2020
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Summary table 3. Foreign citizens 2014-2020

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Total 987 975 1,058 1,018 970 1,112 1,246
Europe and Northamerica
Total 640 598 670 607 531 537 560
Men 452 429 487 429 370 370 380
Women 188 169 183 178 161 167 180
Others

Total 347 377 388 411 439 575 686
Men 140 154 157 166 194 280 340
Women 207 223 231 245 245 295 346

Source: Statistics Greenland, http:/bank.stat.gl/beest6

The number of foreign citizens has been declining for the past couple of years.
In total there now live 1,246 foreign citizens in the country. From the table in
our StatBank it can be found that especially more citizens from Philippines
(373) and Thailand (208) has come to Greenland to live. In total the
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population estimate from these 2 countries have increased by 109 during
2019.

Based on a preliminary calculation of the number of live births and deaths in
2019 shows the key figures for population trends in 2019 ( summary table 4)

Summary table 4. Population Account 2019

Population January 1st 2019 55,992
+ number of liveborn (provisional) 849
- number of death (provisional) 548
+ immigrants 2,310
- emigrants 2,609
+ corrections (provisional) 87
Population Januar 1* 2020 56,081

Source: Statistics Greenland, http:/bank.stat.gl/beecalc

Detailed tables can be found in our Statbank (http://bank.stat.gl).

Households and families

The annual statistics on population by January 1* now also includes an
estimate of the number of families that can be described by family type.

For the estimates Statistics Greenland uses the same concepts as Statistics
Denmark. Read more about the family concepts in
www.stat.gl/BEE201901/m3

In brief, a family consists of one or more persons from the same household,
linked to each other through pairings or kinship. A household may consist
of multiple families, but a family can in reverse not have members from
several households.

lllustration. A household* consisting of 3 families

[
L]
L]
.
*
.

* A household consists of all persons with identical address in the central register of persons
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As of January 1, 2020 there are 55,641 persons in 30,396 families in 22,054
households or 1.38 family per household on average. In addition, 440 persons
are registered with an administrative address.

Methods

Register on Population Statistics

The basis for the population statistics is Statistics Greenland’s Population
register. Information in this register is retrieved from the Danish civil
registration system (CPR).

Status statements relate to persons who resided in the country per January
1st. The residence criterion is described by the Danish Home Office in
'Guidance on registration of residence in population registers and civil
registration'.

Delays in reporting

Births, deaths, moving’s, etc. are supposed to be reported no later than 5 days
after an incident. But some reports are delayed. When calculating the statistics
we take this into account and await the delayed reports. There is no time-limit
for reporting or correcting information in the system.

Migrations

Information on each incident is reported by the municipal authority, who
records information when it comes to their knowledge. Not all people who
move are aware of deadlines and their duty to report. When we look at how
much time elapses between an incident and when it is reported, we can see
that about 60 percent of all immigration and emigration were recorded within
the first week.

Number of days between incident and report, 2019

Immigrants Emigrants
90 pct. 68 days 43 days
95 pct. 130 days 126 days
99 pct. 222 days 307 days

To provide current statistics to our users, we only wait one calendar month
after the status date.

To make it simple, migrations are counted only if there are less than 5 years
(1,825 days) between the incident and reporting. None of the migrations
where reported that late in 2019.

Information from the Danish CPR-system

The Population Statistics Register holds only selected information from the
CPR system. It includes no information on a person’s attachment to the
national church or his name.

The received basic information are sought for errors. Information on sex and
age are derived directly from the person number, which only in isolated cases
are erroneous. These errors are typically corrected within the child's first year.
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The locality code is extracted from the register address information. There is
generally more uncertainty associated with this information, because there
are differences in how the addresses are entered in the registers. From 2009 a
location code has been defined to every address, and is used unchanged in the
processing and dissemination of statistics. The location code is defined by
Asiaq (www.asiaqg.gl) and an unofficial rule of thumb indicates that "a locality
may not be further apart than one can live and have daily work within the
locality."

Concepts

Geographic divisions

January 1* 2018 Qaasuitsup Kommunia was split into 2 municipalities. Given
the continued need for statistics on the municipality division prior to 2009, we
use the term 'districts' for these areas. Population statistics are also presented
even more detailed, namely on inhabited localities.

Previously we also calculated the group: 'outside of the municipal division' to
which we ascribed civilians in the defense areas, defined by a Danish-
American treaty in 1951, and weather stations. Kangerlussuaq were subjected
Sisimiut municipality in 2001.Although the municipal amalgamation was
implemented 2 years ago, there remain several challenges for the Population
Statistics - especially back in time.

Tables in our Statbank (http://bank.stat.gl ) show the existing territorial
division - also back in time. Hence Kangerlussuaq has been compiled as part of
Qeqqgata Municipality of Sisimiut district from 1977 onwards.

By August 1* 2010, there is still some uncertainty on historic localities.
Population statistics include therefore the term 'other locations'.

Asiags register is updated regularly, but the information must be used by the
municipals before the Population Statistic Register can use them.

Strong family ties
To have strong family ties to Greenland is defined as a person who’s parents
were born in Greenland.

Gross reproduction rate (BRR)

The gross reproduction rate (BRR) shows how many live-born girls 1,000
women will give birth to during the reproductive age. These are from 15 to 49
years. If the 1,000 women give birth in accordance with experience in the
period of calculations, and no woman dies before the age of 50.

Parents

In the public registers, information on a person’s legal parents is stored. This
information is deficient in relation to new-born, because unmarried fathers
must first acknowledge paternity. The same applies to persons born before
1960. In the vital statistics on births we use information on biological parents.

Place of birth
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Most tables cross tabulates the population by birthplace. There are two
categories: ‘Born in Greenland’ and ‘Born outside Greenland’. For a small
number of persons the place of birth is unknown. In many tables we assume
those to be born outside Greenland.

General fertility rate
Number of live born per 1,000 women in the ages 15-49 years.

Mean population
Mean population is calculated as a simple average of two successive years.

Life expectancy

Life expectancy is the measure that tells the average remaining lifespan for an
individual in a given age group. It is assumed that mortality at each age will
correspond to the mortality in the period for which the calculations are made.

Net reproduction rate (NRR)

The expected number of live born girls, born during their mother’s
reproductive period from a generation of 1,000 women who give birth and die
in accordance with experience gained during the basis period for the
calculations.

Total fertility rate (TFR)

Total fertility rate (TFR) is a measure that tells how many children an
'artificial' generation of 1,000 women will give birth to, through their
childbearing ages (15-49 years), provided that none of these women die
before the age of 50 and provided, that women bear children in accordance
with the experience during the timeframe for the calculations.

Infant mortality
Number of death in the first year of life per 1,000 live born.

Standardized rates

When comparing two populations different age-distributions may cause
misleading results. This effect can be eliminated by choosing the same age
distribution for the two populations. To reduce the influence of random
variations on calendar calculations we often use a 5-year period as a whole.
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Total population

Table 1. Population 2020, all Greenland

Men and
Men Women Women
Never Never

Married Married Divorced Widowed Total Married Married Divorced Widowed  Total Total
Total 19,661 7,293 2,021 576 29,551 16,247 7,073 1,872 1,338 26,530 56,081
0 416 - - - 416 424 - - - 424 840
1 423 423 383 - - 383 806
2 435 435 415 - - 415 850
3 427 427 381 - - 381 808
4 418 418 400 - - 400 818
5 388 388 376 - - 376 764
6 429 429 351 - - 351 780
7 359 359 366 - - 366 725
8 394 394 360 - - 360 754
9 398 398 388 - - 388 786
10 421 421 380 - - 380 801
1" 397 397 353 - - 353 750
12 393 393 352 - - 352 745
13 358 358 380 - - 380 738
14 395 395 380 - - 380 775
15 369 369 351 - - 351 720
16 308 308 266 - - 266 574
17 367 367 376 - - 376 743
18 378 378 377 - - 377 755
19 359 - 359 360 2 - 362 721
20 362 1 363 375 13 - 388 751
21 400 4 404 370 9 1 380 784
22 447 10 - 457 396 17 1 414 871
23 390 15 1 406 379 21 1 401 807
24 414 19 1 434 385 32 3 420 854
25 408 20 - 428 392 34 7 433 861
26 471 34 1 506 373 60 10 - 443 949
27 416 43 2 - 461 413 66 7 1 487 948
28 437 45 9 1 492 357 83 17 1 458 950
29 430 59 12 - 501 372 100 12 - 484 985
30 421 71 11 503 359 116 12 2 489 992
31 378 90 1 - 479 314 138 23 2 477 956
32 340 87 14 1 442 274 113 28 3 418 860
33 294 106 17 - 47 263 126 17 2 408 825
34 309 106 26 1 442 249 132 21 2 404 846
35 276 105 16 - 397 199 118 38 1 356 753
36 273 113 17 1 404 188 146 20 1 355 759
37 267 135 28 - 430 174 159 42 4 379 809
38 234 125 27 - 386 160 167 31 5 363 749
39 218 146 36 1 401 142 168 31 2 343 744
40 186 127 28 - 341 117 160 44 4 325 666
41 171 123 34 1 329 92 139 42 1 274 603
42 174 139 38 2 353 103 133 45 7 288 641
43 174 127 35 1 337 85 127 40 4 256 593
44 130 131 40 4 305 92 124 50 5 271 576
45 133 129 41 - 303 76 125 32 6 239 542
46 137 141 39 2 319 81 136 39 3 259 578
47 144 133 59 1 337 89 134 39 5 267 604
48 145 138 53 1 337 76 154 47 9 286 623
49 157 166 55 4 382 84 166 46 12 308 690
50 150 179 70 5 404 109 182 62 14 367 771
51 196 206 81 6 489 18 236 70 23 447 936
52 225 241 76 4 546 124 221 74 12 431 977
53 210 242 88 9 549 134 267 72 23 496 1,045
54 223 274 82 9 588 112 241 67 17 437 1,025
55 196 240 78 14 528 120 270 79 25 494 1,022
56 174 247 64 8 493 12 237 67 22 438 931
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Persons born in Greenland

Table 2. Population 2020, persons born in Greenland
|
Men and

Men Women Women

Never Never
Married Married Divorced Widowed Total Married Married Divorced Widowed Total Total

Total 17,721 5,902 1,620 495 25,738 15,092 6,316 1,726 1,317 24,451 50,189

0 an 4an 418 - 418 829
1 an - - - 372 - - - 372 783
2 423 - - - 423 387 - - - 387 810
3 406 - - - 406 357 - - - 357 763
4 399 - - - 399 372 - - - 372 7
5 359 - - - 359 355 - - - 35 714
6 406 - - - 406 323 - - - 323 729
7 342 - - - 342 349 - - - 349 691
8 370 - - - 370 340 - - - 340 710
9 372 - - - 372 359 - - - 359 731
10 400 - - - 400 363 - - - 363 763
1" 372 - - - 372 330 - - - 330 702
12 372 - - - 372 333 - - - 333 705
13 338 - - - 338 366 - - - 366 704
14 374 - - - 374 357 - - - 357 731
15 358 - - - 358 339 - - - 339 697
16 297 - - - 297 251 - - - 251 548
17 352 - - - 352 362 - - - 362 714
18 361 - - - 361 368 - - - 368 729
19 345 - - - 345 333 2 - - 335 680
20 350 1 - - 351 361 13 - - 374 725
21 372 4 - - 376 348 9 1 358 734
22 419 8 - - 427 381 16 1 398 825
23 362 15 1 - 378 361 18 - 379 757
24 388 17 - - 405 368 26 2 39 801
25 383 17 - - 400 359 27 7 393 793
26 437 26 1 464 334 52 10 - 3% 860
27 370 40 2 - 412 362 59 6 1 428 840
28 369 39 8 1 417 308 72 14 1 395 812
29 37 51 12 - 434 325 86 1 - 422 856
30 366 51 9 - 426 309 93 9 2 413 839
31 316 77 " - 404 278 121 23 2 424 828
32 287 75 12 1 375 249 95 21 3 368 743
33 247 86 14 - 347 230 106 16 2 354 701
34 275 82 19 1 377 223 112 21 2 358 735
35 233 82 15 - 330 187 106 31 1 325 655
36 230 90 16 1 337 17 116 19 1 307 644
37 222 104 24 - 350 160 127 42 4 333 683
38 202 94 24 - 320 146 141 30 5 322 642
39 182 113 28 1 324 123 144 29 1 297 621
40 160 93 25 - 278 103 131 43 4 281 559
41 138 87 27 1 253 78 119 38 1 236 489
42 132 104 27 2265 89 108 38 7 242 507
43 138 96 32 1 267 74 103 35 4 216 483
44 94 110 27 2 233 77 102 46 5 230 463
45 101 94 33 - 228 68 104 29 6 207 435
46 106 104 37 1 248 68 115 35 3 22 469
47 106 104 48 1 259 76 117 36 5 234 493
48 113 105 38 1 257 68 139 40 9 256 513
49 127 127 44 3 301 76 145 41 12 274 575
50 126 139 57 5 327 102 170 57 14 343 670
51 167 169 Al 4 11 217 67 22 417 828
52 195 205 66 3 469 118 208 72 12 410 879
53 182 206 69 8 465 128 240 69 23 460 925
54 192 229 67 8 4% 110 223 61 17 N 907
55 173 201 66 14 454 107 251 n 25 454 908
56 152 198 53 7 410 106 224 58 22 410 820
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Persons born outside Greenland

Table 3. Population 2020, persons born outside Greenland
|

Men Women Men and
Women

Never Never
Married Married Divorced Widowed Total Married Married Divorced Widowed Total Total
Total 1,940 1,391 401 81 3,813 1.155 757 146 21 2,079 5,892
0 5 - - - 5 6 - - - 6 1"
1 12 - - - 12 1 - - - 1 23
2 12 - - - 12 28 - - - 28 40
3 21 - - - 21 24 - - - 24 45
4 19 - - - 19 28 - - - 28 47
5 29 - - - 29 21 - - - 21 50
6 23 - - - 23 28 - - - 28 51
7 17 - - - 17 17 - - - 17 34
8 24 - - - 24 20 - - - 20 44
9 26 - - - 26 29 - - - 29 55
10 21 - - - 21 17 - - - 17 38
1 25 - - - 25 23 - - - 23 48
12 21 - - - 21 19 - - - 19 40
13 20 - - - 20 14 - - - 14 34
14 21 - - - 21 23 - - - 23 44
15 11 - - - 1 12 - - - 12 23
16 11 - - - 1 15 - - - 15 26
17 15 - - - 15 14 - - - 14 29
18 17 - - - 17 9 - - - 9 26
19 14 - - - 14 27 - - - 27 41
20 12 - - - 12 14 - - - 14 26
21 28 - - - 28 22 - - - 22 50
22 28 2 - - 30 15 1 - - 16 46
23 28 - - - 28 18 3 1 22 50
24 26 2 1 - 29 17 6 1 24 53
25 25 3 - - 28 33 7 - 40 68
26 34 8 - - 42 39 8 - 47 89
27 46 3 - - 49 51 7 1 59 108
28 68 6 1 - 75 49 1" 3 63 138
29 59 8 - - 67 47 14 1 62 129
30 55 20 2 - 77 50 23 3 76 153
31 62 13 - - 75 36 17 - 53 128
32 53 12 2 - 67 25 18 7 50 117
33 47 20 3 70 33 20 1 54 124
34 34 24 7 65 26 20 - 46 111
35 43 23 1 67 12 12 7 31 98
36 43 23 1 67 17 30 1 48 115
37 45 31 4 80 14 32 - 46 126
38 32 31 3 66 14 26 1 - 41 107
39 36 33 8 77 19 24 2 1 46 123
40 26 34 3 63 14 29 1 - 44 107
4 33 36 7 76 14 20 4 38 114
42 42 35 11 88 14 25 7 46 134
43 36 31 3 - 70 11 24 5 40 110
44 36 21 13 2 72 15 22 4 41 113
45 32 35 8 - 75 8 21 3 32 107
46 31 37 2 1 71 13 21 4 38 109
47 38 29 1 - 78 13 17 3 33 111
48 32 33 15 - 80 8 15 7 30 110
49 30 39 1 1 81 8 21 5 34 115
50 24 40 13 - 77 7 12 5 - 24 101
51 29 37 10 2 78 7 19 3 1 30 108
52 30 36 10 1 77 6 13 2 - 21 98
53 28 36 19 1 84 6 27 3 36 120
54 31 45 15 1 92 2 18 6 26 118
55 23 39 12 - 74 13 19 8 40 114
56 22 49 " 1 83 6 13 9 28 m
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